
 
ASPIRE  network  joins  with  San  Antonio’s  Community  Labs  providing 

unprecedented  COVID-19  testing 
 

SAN ANTONIO TX- October 29, 2020- HARLANDALE ISD TO BEGIN COVID-19 TESTING FOR 

STUDENTS AND STAFF  
 
Harlandale ISD as part of the ASPIRE network will launch a  ground-breaking  COVID-19 
testing  initiative  partnering  with  Community  Labs,  LLC  –  a  San  Antonio-based  non-profit 
that  will  provide a cost-effective  testing  protocol  that  improves  speed  and  accuracy  to 
identify  asymptomatic  silent  spreaders. 
 
Testing will begin at Harlandale ISD on Tuesday, November 10th. As part of this trial period, the 
initial phase of testing will be conducted for McCollum High School athletes, fine arts, and 
students that participate in UIL activities. Staff members will also be provided testing on a 
voluntary basis.  
 
"Our priority is always the safety and well being of our students and staff. By being able to use 
the resources provided by San Antonio's Community Labs and our ASPIRE Partnership, we are 
being proactive in making sure we have safer campuses. We hope this will allow us to detect 
those individuals who may be asymptomatic and do our part in stopping the spread of this virus 
within our district," said Gerardo Soto, Superintendent of Schools at Harlandale ISD. 
 
Community  Labs  identifies  asymptomatic  silent  spreaders  of  COVID-19  by  providing 
24-hour  test  results,  scale,  accuracy,  and  a  less  invasive  test  by  swabbing  the  front  of 
the  nostril.  Students  and  staff  may  self-administer  this  test,  swabbing  each  nostril  for 
10  seconds.  This  strategy  is  called  “assurance  testing”.  Through  its  improved  testing 
program,  Community  Labs  helps  identify  asymptomatic,  COVID-19  individuals  in  a 
defined  “micro-population,”  such  as  schools  or  the  workplace.  That  allows 
non-symptomatic  members  to  safely  quarantine,  thereby  stopping  the  virus  from 
spreading  and  allowing  for  the  rest  of  the  population  to  remain  safe.  The  Community 
Labs  screening  process  uses  a  PCR  test—the  FDA  gold  standard  in  COVID-19  testing 
--  and  is  95%  effective  in  detecting  asymptomatic  silent  spreaders  of  the  virus. 
Community  Labs,  LLC  is  a  collaborative,  nonprofit  organization  co-founded  by  Graham 
Weston,  former  CEO  and  Chairman  of  Rackspace  Technology  and  Founder  of  the 
80|20  Foundation;  J.  Bruce  Bugg  Jr.,  Chairman  and  Trustee  of  The  Tobin  Endowment; 
and  J.  Tullos  Wells,  Managing  Director  of  The  Kronkosky  Charitable  Foundation. 
Weston  is  Chairman  of  Community  Labs,  with  Bugg  and  Wells  serving  as  Vice 
Chairmen.  Partner  nonprofit,  BioBridge  Global,  houses  and  staffs  the  lab  in  San 
Antonio.  
 



 
About  ASPIRE 
 
A  first-of-its-kind  collaborative  effort  between  a  public  university  and  seven  South  Bexar 
County  ISDs  (East  Central,  Edgewood,  Harlandale,  Somerset,  South  San  Antonio, 
Southside  and  Southwest),  the  ASPIRE  partnership  focuses  on  developing  educational 
programs  and  services  to  support  existing  programs  to  develop  teachers  with  an 
affirmation  for  the  community  where  they  live,  work  and  learn;  curriculum  development 
for  a  dynamically-changing  world;  and  accessible  programs  that  offer  specialized  services 
for  children  with  special  needs  across  south  Bexar  County  and  south  San  Antonio. 
This  collaboration,  known  as  ASPIRE,  focuses  on: 

▪ Designing  customized  solutions  for  the  needs  of  each  of  the  seven  ISDs. 
▪ Inspiring  innovation  by  developing  the  first-known  public  university  and 

independent  school  district  SB1882  lab  schools  in  Texas. 
 
ASPIRE  priorities: 

▪ Creating  opportunities  for  a  collective  impact. 
▪ Filling  teacher  shortages  in  STEM  areas. 
▪ Educating  students  and  families  on  the  benefits  of  a  four-year  degree. 
▪ Expanding  accessible  programs  for  specialized  services  for  children  with  special 

needs  across  south  Bexar  County  and  south  San  Antonio. 
▪ Advancing  the  school-to-college  pipeline  —  four-year  degree  at  A&M-San  Antonio. 

 
 
 
Harlandale ISD Contact 
Mariana Veraza,  Public Information Officer,  210-992-4981,  mariana.veraza@myhisd.net 

 
Contact:  A&M-San  Antonio  
Dr.  Adriana  Contreras,  210-363-9717,  mailto:acontreras@tamusa.edu 

 
Contact:  Community  Labs 
Mary  Ullmann  Japhet,  Japhet  Media  LLC,  210-414-9030,  mary@japhet-media.com 
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